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Genius of the Atom Bomb 


Julius Robert 


TVR. J. ROBERT OPPEN- 
HEIMER, .« GENIUS IN 
physics, was +8 years old 


when he was celled from his 
university classes to lead the 
Manhattan project that de- 
veloped the atomic bomb and 
brought World War II to an 
end. To friends ind associates 
he was known as “Oppie” 

daring the hec- 


Man te days when 
ts was admin- 

in the i trator, scien- 
N isi and diplo- 
gue wat of the 


super-secret bonib project. 

Dr. Oppenheimer wore 4 
brown pork-pie hat in his 
travels between groups of sci- 
entists working on the proj- 
ect, Frequently the hat was 
hung in laboratories and offi- 
ces as a symibui ihat he was 
at hand. 

On Aug. 6, 1945, when the 
first uranium bomb pulver- 
jzed Hiroshima, the War De- 
partment announced that Dr. 
Oppenheimer “:s to be cred- 
ited with achieving the 
implementation oi atomic en- 
ergy for mililery purposes.” 

Troubled by Success 


Dr. Oppenheimer was 
among the many scientists 
troubled by this enormous ac~ 
complishment that had loosed 
such an awesume force upon 
mankind. Not long ago he 
remarked that scientists had 
come, because vi tis experi- 
ence, to know sin. 

Yesterday it was disclosed 
that Dr. Oppenneimer, now 
director of the institute for 
Advanced Study in Princeton, 
N.J., will receive the Fermi 
Award, the szighest honor 
conferred by the Atomic En- 
ergy Commission. 

Dr. Oppenieimer rarely 
makes pubiic appearances. At 
scientific meetings he speaks, 
with diffidence and modesty, 
in a low voice that does not 
carry far. His listeners have 
to strain to tivar his words, 
which are ustaliy illuminat- 


ing. 
Dr. Oppenheimer, 2 thin 
man, is 6 fee: iail and has 


close-cropped jiair, He chain- 
smokes cigarei tes. 


A Touch of the Poet 


In his wriiing he is al- 
most a poet, veautifully flu- 
ent. He moves gracetully. He 
is a scholar and well versed 
in eight languages. 

J. Robert Oppenheimer was 
born in New York on April 
22, 1904. His father was 4 
well-to-do textile importer, 
who had come to this country 
from Germany at the age of 
17. His mother was a Balti- 
more artist. 

At the age of 11 he was 
elected to the New York Min- 
eralogical Scciety. He at- 
tended Ethica: Culture School 
here. In three years he com- 
pleted a Harvard College 
course summa cum laude. He 
studied at Cambridge Univer- 
sity in England. 

At Goettingen in Germany 
he earned his doctorate in 
1927 with a thesis on quan- 
tum mechanics. It was fin- 
ished three weeks after he had 
enrolled. In 1929, he joined 
the physics iaculties of the 
California Institute of Tech- 
nology in Pasadena and the 
University o* California in 
Berkeley. 
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Oppenheimer 
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Physics with poetic flair 


Sophocles early. At Harvard 
he found Dante and pored 
over French literature. The 
scope of his erudition is enor- 
mour. He knows art and he 
knows music. He was an enor- 
mously popular teacher with 
a wide influence on his stu- 
dents. 

He came by his interests 
in physics early. 

Once, it is recalled, he 
made an infrequent trip to 
the playground as a third or 
fourth grader. A child threw 
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a ball out of the playground | 


and the director 
throw. But young Robert 
calculated the force with 
which the ball struck the 


sidewalk and demonstrated | 


that it could not have hurt 
anyone. 
A Scholar’s ‘Paradise’ 

Harvard herecalls as an 
intellectual paradise. 

“T loved it,” he said later. 
“T almost came alive, I took 
morecourses than I was sup- 
posed to, lived in the stacks, 


just raided the place intel- | 


lectually.” 

In his teaching days in 
California, Dr. Oppenheimer 
stuck to the academil life, He 
recalls that he had no radio, 
no telephone, and he never 
read a newspaper or @ cur- 
rent magazine. His friends 
were faculty people from 
Pasadena and Berkely—sci- 
entists, classicists and artists. 

"IT was interested in man 
and his experience,” Dr. Op- 
penheimer said later. “I was 


criticized | 


deeply interested in my sci- . 


ence, 
standing of the relations of 
man to his society.” 

In 1940 he married Kath- 
erine Puening. The Oppen- 
heimers had two children, 
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revi “ Om he Comunission injdorsiag Hyde 
A up to review the’ promoted to t ae tee coy Aamministra 
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s - + } ante t, would 
+ 7 ” ve the colm-lae_ This, he painted out, 

1 h ar j tr. Com-ijsultant, and ther have leet. 
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eke ee investi- 

: Hah a wii a SCCITILY Geuire a new security inves 

: : F actively’mission grant REGUITES : rt would be 

ee ans Hishte the ist causes and of ac Nal ati Then, a report w 

wen chosen ta receive Lhe high reer oe be Apaoette - the hydrogen bomb iclearance. t} be aes he commission and 
eae Sone .Car- 3 nde a Sen thes lal fOr are 

st honor the conumission con-y R. McCa: project after it had been ord-: Nothing can £ Piene ylaid before 

as, 


ered by President Truman. 
The decision to present Dr-some accept- he vany panel annpunced ai 


asa rite ne 
pr.|tNe Eisenhower Administration. clearance and that’s all there 
enheimer with the $50,000, was com") June 1 that it had fount citi-| The Admmmist-atcon’s position | quid be to it. eee 
2pp 963 is ex-, oli- enheimer to be “a loy: ected om a January. Nothing positive resu 
sermi Award for 1963 is jal and p Opp’ mmended, by|was reflected om 4 is 5 po = resulted 
erm 1 by the: On the one|zen” but had recor Rm Die ee ee ae 
s~ected to be announced he ‘ t toj4 2-to-1 vote, against reinstat-)1953,) when cheer a monssion dneusion. he 
"Vhite House tomorrow. ; Hesire no the|ing his security clearance Sane hower told at . Ne iden: ee inca Pe 
Officially, Dr. Oppenheimerjeimer to consultant to the commis: ‘|that he regarr vc sued) and nig Oden Secs 
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ene EO es ae i The panel's recommendation that the e would be reopened; Behind the se oe the} 
3 nue a ey a hee was upheld later that month by only if “subst: ntral jew evil the scientist ariaice to discuss} 
at ‘ork in developing the} the commission, which Ans dence were pre.ented. 5, {commission eontims Va 
lis Ww b during World Warp, there was|nounced on June 29 that it hadidence were pre cnied.” kon emi er . 
itomic bom . he military|Administra-|yofeq 4 to 1, against grant- nedy Administr.ition there Was! poimer. pia 
LL and in promoting th ; adverse po- ing sscurity clearance to Dr. a new flurry of activity, within, There. were also "on 
ete es ciaee | eae th commissicn, the Whitel efforts by outside groups. le, a 
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nowever, the awa : arie MeCarth: . the Air Force, Jo- vet gition oF Ehren : | 
: = “clearie MeCarthy| sreretary of the d not taken Pp y 193 str 
as acsymbolic action to else pare reliable] conn Garmpbell, now Comptroller bs enheimer cvse, but the PL€-'yion officials and _members of) 
) eco of the Lo Al Deke ee ee ail belief was that the MEWiin. Joint Congressional 1 
ihe n s Alamos “|General, 7 See ld look more} Ae namic. Wherey ‘to 
ras director of the Los Ale 2d the Ken-| Murray. Administration weul¢ Te) mittee on Bnergy to 
ca ratory during the wartime}n to post-) The lone dissenter was ae kindly on “Clearmg Oppens act, Mr. Volpte had wor 
ah ; mate : p y Smyth, now c ; 
r L. Pen years | last fall’s|wenry D. yth, 
Manhattan Project. 3 


| sSiolt Z grant 
hind-the-scunes el.orts during the commission would g 


s S s vi ; its: OTL: Man- 
tative to{t imer’s name than had 18: Dr. Laat r oon the 
ri nited States represen all Gaston Hee 101 7 Le 
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climax to se ivities during} to White! conheimer was a security risk on the Manhttan F rocje “2 i Action he-dararre 
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indictment of the 1 nysioist and there: aces and self-restraint. ie ee by a group 7 ste! ito a blr uae sire honored 
ae ul ae ie In a ae md: the Se tists in 1946. wrote a iter to Paty nine Nohel Prize winners. 
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A lete » fips . the “rehabilia- 
oR acute sas the award.|" In his dissent, Dr, Smith ie ae the first step in the 
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; ic by the commission. ; ! ew a aie 
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ae |e eae Tree K. Olson sha eount ¢n mis vote for ac- penheimer case an Issue m the 
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Fi rouching Congressional elec- 
: then general counsel of the|tion favorable to Dr. ee ee O08 
Segue ioe commission, made a detailed ne Es ie ooionet After the clection, me Nias 
in Albuquerque, N.M., . i se. ‘ : ‘the 992-pace! ed activity within 2 
eral Aqisner Committee voted aha eee recently, Mr.|in 1957 was to read the me Pee in ate Se annexe! 
unanimously to give this year's olson concluded that it’ was|transcript o1 ne se reer ae Jerome B. Wiesner, the 
award, which since 1956 has); messy record from a legal|/hearings, was also rep his de-| President's science adviser. In 
carried a $50,000 reward, to Dr. standpoint that the charges] have made clear earlier his de recent weeks officials have been 
Oppenheimer. kept shifting at each level of| sire to reope: the vase identi-|indicating privately that action 
The committee, which Dr. Op- the proceedings, that the evi-| — One COM it Tose sug-|could be expected shortly. 
penheimer headed after World dence was stale and consisted) fied, was reported to vaission| ‘The climax will come tomor- 
War II is the top scientific ad- of information that was 12)gested that the con of! row with the White House an- 
Visory group to the commis | eats old and was known when|agree thats 0 nee 5 Teepe nouncement. 
sion. Its members ny a * security clearance was grant-'new evidence it could not reopen” ny ; 
Dr. Manson Benedict, € = pa ere 
\ Massachusetts Institute of 
/ Technology, chairman; Dr. Ken-' 
neth S, Pitzer, president of Rice 
University; Dr. Philip H, Abel- 
son, the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington; Dr. Norman F. 
Ramsay, Harvard University; 
Dr, J. C. Warner, president of 
the Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology; Dr, Eugene P, Wigner, : 
Princeton University; Dr. John; 
H. Williams, the University of 
Minnesota; Dr, Robert A. Char- 
pie, the Union Carbide Corpora- 
tion; Dr. L. R. Hafstead Gen- 
eral Motors Research Labora- | 
tories, and William Webster, : 
president of Yankee Atomic! 
Electric Company. i 


i 

Sent to The President | 
At a mecting on March 25,| 
the five-man  A.E.C, oat 
lice’ x approved the commit- 
tee’s recommendation and sub-i 
mitted the Oppenheimer nomi-! 
nation to the White House. The} 
nomination wag shortly ap-/ 
proved by President Kennedy, 

Dr, Oppenheimer, according 
to White House officials, was 
informed at Princeton, NJ. to-| 
day of the honor, Since 1947, he 
has been director of the Insti-) 
tute for Advanced Study in! 
Princeton, | 
Tf tradition is followed, the] 
formal Presentation will come 
on Dee. 2, the twenty-first an-1, 
niversary of the first chain re-i 
action in an atomic pile built! 
in Stage Field in Chicago, early 
in World War II, j : 
According to associates, Dr. 
pouetieince has made no overt 
move to reopen his securi 
case. But he was reported. 
have made 


it clear that he 
jwould Welcome action by the 
‘Administration to clear his 
jrame, : 


A Touch of Trony 


| There is a personal irony in 
Dr, Oppenhcimer's receiving the 
Peart this year, a year after 
it was give nto Dr, var 
meee Edward 
| The two scie 


ntist rer 
iprincipal S were the 


protagonists in the 


t ured large. 
ly jn the — security charges 
against Dr, Oppenheimer, ‘And 
during the lengthy security 
hearings Dr. Teller’ was on of 
the principal hostile witnesses 
against Dr, Oppenheimer, his 


former director at the L a- 
mos Laboratory, ee 


As one way to vindicate Dr. 
Oppenheimer, the commission 
informally proposed to the Gen- 
eral Advisory Committee last 
year that the 


award for 1962 
ae ane by Dr. Toller and Dr. 
Ppenheimer. The sug; sti 
Was turned d as 

I 


own by th - 
ie ¥ e con 
Ordered By Kisenhower | 


iF The Oppenheimer Case burst 

ee peer on April 13, 1954, 20001 7 
nen the Atomic Energy Com- 313R0001001 7 

mission announced that i ~ ; Se Deane 

icember 1953, President Bison Approved FOr REIEAee eee 

thower had ‘dir cled that “a 

blank wall be placed between 

Dr. Oppenheimer and secret 
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| Oppenheimer Selected 7 


To Get Fermi Award 


je Howard Sinor» 

Staff Reporter i 

J. Robert Oppenheimer, controversial .ieane ientist, | 
has been selected to reccive the $50,00Q “ermi Award—{ 
ithe Atomic Energy Commission’s highe.. anor, iL was. 
learned last night. : ~ 
Oppenheimer, who lost the 
vight to do secret work for . wore ynised! 
the Government in a cole.) Gust soe were raised | 
brated security case in 1954}ahout! bes 1 oy shinon to the | 
;was picked unanimously for’ developuen: e@F the hydrogen! 
the award by the ALC’s 9-mem- 
ber General Advisory Com- 
mittee, a group of eminent 


Chevalier. a € ummuntt. But, 


Mhomb aid acont nis lovalty. 
The ere a debate result-; 


American scientists. tug drat. Ph ow questions split 
The award was endorsed, the scientii ¢ ammuniiy and 
again unanimously, by the pres- the woued: tf have sot been’ 


ent Atomic Energy Commis- nee tee 
sion and was approved py tilly hea ce | . 
President Kennedy. Vhe Aye ipnied seeurity, 
The Fermi award, which is.clearance t  tyyerucmer by? 
given for “especially meric a 4 to { ve in [954. Three 
{terious contribution to the de-of the four AC conunigsion-; 
'velopment, use or control ofjers -- Cha rian Lewis Taj 
atomic energy,” goes to Op-.Strauss, Iecuene M. Zackert) 
penheimer for his contribu--and Jox epe » ampbell~based 
tions, to theoretical nuclear their deciios on the eon! 
physics and for his leadership ‘clusion tha sppenheine vr had: 
in developing both the atomic! shown “fundamental defects”? 
bomb and peaceful applications]of character, and “wilful dis-| 
af atomic energy. lregard’ 0 security obliga-! 
Oppenheimer's selection willifions. [ie fourth majority; 
be viewed by many as repre-!member vas Commis sioner! 
senting a desire by the present |'pnomas (  Siurray. H 
Administration to redress what} Gemrmis rer Henry Dd. 
some consider a previous: Smnyth voted for Oppen: 
wrong. ‘Heimer, ds wo otbat “he ds 
It also has led to speculation! comoteve Rob sai 
that Oppenheimer might be; phe Gyceaheimer decision 
requested to do seeret work janded in ue AEC's lap in 
for the Government, which; (1934 afte President Kisen 
would automatically make him} Mower hav _ suspended Oppen-; 
:a candidate for new security faymer’s  ciearance pending 
‘clearance. The award itself, review of ch arges avainst the 
:docs not reinstate Oppenheim: sjentust, . special three- 
vers security clearance. meraber — feard eu ichided 
' The wartime scientific di-junanimou ly im May, 954, 
‘vector of the Nation’s Manhat-ithat Gppenheimer was a loval 
lan Project for building the'citiven bout it voted 2 
‘first atomic bomb lost histagain: y storing his security 
jelearance after a lengthy and! clearance Che AC's dec 
jacrimonious hearing to deter-ision tollo ved in June, 
jmine whether he was a seeur- Informed sources yesterday 
[ity risk. said that Sirauss, along with, 
L Essentially Oppenheimer’s other former AEC chairmen’ 
(judgment as regards security and menners of the Joint 
was Called into question be‘ Congressional Committee on, 
reause of his association with atomic J nergy, had been in- 
French scientist Haakon formed uf the decision to! 
: she “Oppo. as he js known 
it te ebadifie ropumunity, 
the award 


: _ > eat ‘ +, ‘The test bint that the Ad. 
l/s Sir IVE 7 a /V / Gis / a) FT Panty jou might approve | 
fionarin: ‘Ippenheimer came 

last vea: when he was invited: 

foo a neer at the White 

Viom.e oor Nobel Prize win 


wot 


Plays 

(Soape Reme|eris not a Nobel 
Pyle leer, 

Tamer dike he has been di: 
eoetor <2 eae tustitule for Ad- 
vaneed &tudy ai Princeton: 
Logiivare 


Provo winvevs of the! 
aeavard, meimed dar the late 
harica crn, pioneer atomic 
petontt ,tielude John von. 

© i). Lawrence, hue 
thaer, Gdenn To Sea. 
e-crl chairman of the 
ma Tethe and Bd. 
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